
 

Bay Books to Bougainville 

 

When Whakatane resident Rosie Hall accompanied her husband Dave on a 
VSA assignment to Arawa in Bougainville, PNG in April 2010 she didn’t know 
that she would be helping a local school to get its own library.  

Soon after her arrival she set about finding out if there was anything useful 
she could contribute to the community that was still living with the after-effects 
of a 10-year conflict. The town, once a thriving modern service town to the 
nearby Panguna copper mine(now abandoned), had been largely destroyed 
during and after the long-running civil war. Even the town library had been 
burnt to the ground.  

So when Rosie arrived on the 
doorstep of the Kirokai School, (a 
small primary school with 100 
pupils) she was welcomed with 
open arms to help teach spoken 
English, and was soon busy 
preparing lessons and helping 
Bougainvillean children learn the 
language. It didn’t take her long to 
realise that with a total library of 
about 35 books, the school’s 
reading resources were woefully 
inadequate, and when the principal 
and staff asked if she would help 
set up a school library she agreed 
to do it. She contacted friends and 
family all around New Zealand and asked for donations of books. It soon 
became clear that reasonable second-hand children’s books were relatively 
easy to collect from people whose children had outgrown them, but that the 
cost of transport to Bougainville would be a problem.  

In Whakatane the burden of collecting, packaging and despatching books 
landed in the lap of Jean Akers. A collection box for Whakatane donations 
was set up in the Church of St George and St John. The parishioners of the 
church collected books, and donations also came in from St Josephs School 
and individuals throughout the town. Whitcoulls too, donated a box of new 
reference books during its clean-out process.  

Generous financial donations from Rotary, the Quota club, Masonic Lodge 
and the Anglican Woman’s fellowship helped get several boxes of books to 
Arawa by mail, but there remained several more boxes with no funds 
available to cover freight. It looked like they would have to stay in New 
Zealand – until Rosie learnt that filming of “Mr Pip” was about to get underway 
near Arawa. She thought that the New Zealand production crew would be 
transporting equipment from New Zealand to Bougainville, and wondered if 
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they might have some space to carry books. She 
set about making contact with them through the 
local VSA area representative, who had had a 
big part in helping the producers choose the 
nearby village of Pidia as the setting for the film, 
and soon the film crew had agreed to carry 
whatever they had space for in one of the 
containers, provided the books were delivered to 
the loading site in Auckland within a few days.  

Once again it was Jean Akers to the rescue - 
with help from Mara Mayo the remaining 
Whakatane boxes of books were safely delivered 
on time, to join others delivered from Auckland- 
eight boxes in total. Several weeks later the 
container was delivered to Kieta Wharf near Arawa and off-loaded. The books 
were sent to the film set and stored under the palm trees in the village until 
they could be transported to Arawa by banana boat. Rosie, by this stage, was 
working long hours on the Mr Pip movie set helping with administrative tasks, 
and was able to collect the books 
and have them delivered to her 
house in Arawa.  

When Mr Pip filming was finished –
both she and husband Dave were 
also filmed as extras and may 
appear briefly in the movie- she 
was able to return her efforts to 
completing the cataloguing of all 
the books and helping set up the 
library. The parents put up shelving 
and now Kirokai school has a 
library of 1500 books, Rosie has 
more resources for her English 
lessons, and the children are 
enjoying the opportunities for study 
and reading that a library provides. 

The library is always full of kids, both 
during class times and breaks. This is in a 
large part due to the efforts and 
generosity of Whakatane people!  

Rosie and all the kids all say a big: ”Thank 
you!”  

Rosie and Dave are looking forward to 
returning to their home in Melville Drive by 
April 2012. 
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to film set 

 

Rosie with a teacher and three 
kids in the finished library 

 


