
Orchids,etc 

 1 

This week’s posting is mostly about flowers. With the truck back and Andy from Oxfam 
New Zealand out, we managed a trip to Karikira, which is directly South of Arawa, near 
the top of the mountain range. I was lucky enough to see some plants growing in the 
village gardens on my way past that I don’t recollect seeing before so the rest of the 
party had to wait while I snapped away happily! Anyway here are the highlights, firstly 
a selection of orchids. 

   

 

I’m not sure if the third one is an orchid- but if it is not it is closely related, being an epiphyte 
with very similar plant characteristics to many orchids. The last one was much more 
unusual with the bloom sticking out of a hairy pod and a deep brown centre. 

Bougainville is certainly a Garden of Eden. Some different variations on hibiscus:- 
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A few interesting leaf patterns: 

    

The second plant looks like it has a bad case of nerves and the third is probably not a 
poinsettia! 

Finally a couple of exotic lilies (at least I believe I’ve seen at least one of the following 
growing in the wild in Africa) 

  

Politically Papua New Guinea is in a bit of a constitutional crisis with the Supreme Court 
shortly to pronounce judgement on the legality of the new government that finally came into 
being after the former Prime Minister was absent overseas for several months on sick leave 
having complicated heart surgery that doesn’t appear to have been all that successful.  

He had obviously failed to anticipate that he might not be back shortly to carry on, leaving 
political bedlam. The Chief Justice has been suspended on the grounds of his alleged 
misspending of funds and other misdemeanours, and the Supreme Court has issued 
warrants of arrest for the Attorney General and Deputy Prime Minister  for contempt of court 
for suspending the Chief Justice (the new prime minister recently departed for a Pacific 
Leaders’ meeting, just in time to avoid the fun and games!) So it will be interesting to see 
how it all develops. I must say the new Prime Minister has been taking much more interest 
than happened before in addressing some of the questionable practices that seem to be 
endemic in PNG politics and Public Service, and it seems that it could be beneficial for PNG 
for him to be allowed to carry on. Any people previously milking the cash cow would no 
doubt be working hard to put an end to any changes that might show up their wrong-doings! 
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Locally a small gang of young men had been robbing local businesses. As usual everyone 
seemed to have a pretty good idea who they were, and they were warned to mend their 
ways. Last week they were spotted acting suspiciously and the shop-keepers brought in 
their “wantok” who cornered the suspects and proceeded to administer justice with bush 
knives. One young man was having a particularly close haircut with a bushknife that 
threatened to be terminal but fortunately a couple of local cops happened to be in the area 
and dissuaded the fellow on the handle end of the bushknife from carrying on. Later in the 
afternoon there was an armed stand-off at the police station between the wantok of the 
shopkeepers and the wantok of the new “victims” (the thieves) who were licking their 
wounds in the local police cells after a trip to the local medical centre, but fortunately it all 
calmed down after some initial shouting and posturing.  All finally seemed to be happy that 
justice was done and everyone left for home without further injury. No arrests were made.  

Things seem fairly tense in the scrap metal business. Some large items have been 
dismantled and are being transported down to the dock in anticipation of a ship arriving to 
take a large load away, and people seem to be touchy. New families have emerged with 
claims for a share in the spoils and there are bodyguards and guns involved. Several of the 
expats working in the industry now have bodyguards – although I’m not sure how effective 
they are – in the one case when things got hot the bodyguards high-tailed it! 

Meanwhile the majority of people just carry on trying to earn money to supplement the food 
they grow on their blocks of land and to pay for the extras including consumer goods and 
alcohol. (not one of the better trappings of “civilisation”) Between the party down the road 
playing local pop music loudly, the noisy drunks stumbling down the road and the unhappy 
dog that barked incessantly on the other side of the house for nearly an hour between 2 
and 3am, we had a bit of a rough night on Saturday! No “noise police” or dog rangers here! 

Television is still down since the World Cup but rumours are that Arawa will soon be getting 
more channels. Not sure if that is progress??!! 

Son Robert and girlfriend Michelle arrive on Friday for a few days before we all depart for 
Rabaul for nearly a week so that is something to look forward to!  

 

Finally the latest WASH water scheme. 


