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C/-  V.S.A. 

PO Box 15 

Buka 

Bougainville PNG 

 

Dear Friends and family, 

 Hall Christmas Letter 2011 

Well Christmas is upon us again and it’s time to 
remember family and friends in distant places (in fact 
it’s probably more appropriate to say FROM a distant 
place!). 

(This message is set up with links to our blog site www.daveandrosie.wordpress.com so 
that you can click on the highlighted text to connect to articles there that expand on 
what is written here.) 

We will be spending our second Christmas away from family and are looking forward to 
next year’s- when we will be able to celebrate in the traditional way with all the 
traditional trimmings. All the VSA volunteers remaining in Bougainville over Christmas 
plus two of Norah and Lindsay’s visiting adult children – about 12 in all- will be gathering 
in Arawa for Christmas, and we intend to enjoy 
ourselves. The boat came in last week and we 
managed to score a few whole frozen chickens, which 
will be our special treat. For the rest we will have to 
improvise – but we are looking forward to a good time! 

We did join various other waifs and strays at Walindi 
resort near Kimbe for a very good Christmas dinner in 
2010. 2011 started quietly but included: 

1) An overnight trip and week long stay on Vitu 
Island North of West New Britain, where David 
helped install new toilets and a piped water 
system for Potpot village and Rosie found 
herself patching up the locals injuries (cuts can quickly turn into tropical ulcers); 

http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/01/29/potpot-village-and-vitu-island-part-1/ 

2) Rosie organising surplus X-ray film cassettes from Whakatane to go to Kimbe 
hospital where they were battling with substandard equipment. Thanks too to 
Rob and his team in Kimbe who delivered the rather chilly cassettes in their 
refrigerated container from Auckland, and Bay Radiology for donating the 
cassettes; 

http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/02/13/rosies-kimbe-x-ray-success/ 

 

Happy Christmas from Rosie, 
Dave and adopted bubu 
(granddaughter) Mona (got tired 
of waiting for the real thing!) 

 

 Rosie watching toilet slabs 
under construction. 



 2 

3) More stunning snorkelling off Walindi;   

  
4) Returning to Arawa in early February via Port Moresby to our temporary home 

where the walls were now covered with mould; 
http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/02/19/arawa-the-way-back/ 

 

5) Our second trip back to New Zealand (after 1 year) where we enjoyed catching 
up with friends and family in Auckland, Bay of Plenty and Wellington. Highlights 
were catching up with Robert and new girlfriend Michelle, Thomas and Astrid, 
who had returned to Wellington from the UK, the Wellington Osborns, the 
Schionnings in Tauranga – especially the beautiful wedding of Jenny to her 
handsome American Sean on Waiheke Island- and Dave’s Mum who had at the 
ripe old age of 93 had travelled out to NZ from South Africa especially for the 
wedding; 

                         

                 

  Clockwise: Jenny and Sean, Halls (Chris couldn’t make it), Rosie with brother 
 Peter and Jan, Tom and Astrid, and Granny with Wendy’s daughter Kaylie 
 (spanning 4 generations) 

http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/04/17/mid-term-break/ 
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6) Back to Arawa via long time friends Paul and Carmen Johnson on the Gold 
Coast; 

 

7) Dave taking up with the Arawa Urban Council again, where on-going funding 
constraints continued to limit opportunities to restore the town’s infrastructure 
through the year. Fortunately the opportunity arose to help the local Oxfam Office 
with its WASH (water and sanitation hygiene) programme installing Ventilated Pit 
Toilets and reticulated water systems into a range of villages, that has provided 
him with the opportunity to go to parts of the island that would otherwise probably 
not been possible, and kept him very busy; 

 http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/08/16/bougainville-water-scheming/ 

   

8) Rosie helping with English and setting up a library of 
more than 1500 books in the local Kirokai school 
with the help of family and friends who collected in 
NZ (thank you Andre & Catherine, Ros, and Jean in 
particular), service organisations who helped fund 
cartage, and the Mr Pip film crew for carrying seven 
boxes of books in their container; 

 http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/11/01/kirokai-school-library/ 

 

 The filming of “Mr Pip” at the local coastal 
 village of Pidia, where both of us were roped in 
 as extras (ex-pats leaving at the start of the 
 story)  and Rosie spent many hours on site 
 helping with admin tasks. Look out for the film in 
 the first half of 2012 – it should be a good one. 

http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/07/13/film-stars-well-almost-extras-
actually/ 

 

 

 

 Movie set command centre 
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9) Trip to Rabaul/Kokopo with a group of volunteers in 
July for the mask festival; 
http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/07/17/fire-
dances-festivals-and-frivolity/; 

 

10) And again in November with Robert and partner 
Michelle, who travelled out to Arawa to check out how 
we were living before travelling with us to Rabaul for 
the sights and a bit of snorkelling from the Kabaira resort. 

 

And now it’s the countdown to Christmas 2011 and less than 4 months to the end of 
our assignment! The time will no doubt flash by, but we are getting to the stage 
where we are looking forward to be back home in Whakatane.  

http://daveandrosie.wordpress.com/2011/12/07/robert-rabaul-reasonableness-and-
rubber/ 

It remains to wish you all a blessed Christmas and Happy New Year for 2012. We 
hope to see many of you after the end of our assignment as we have tentative plans 
to do some travelling. God Bless! 

With love and best wishes 

From Dave and Rosie 

  

 

 


