
Time bomb in Arawa Cocoa Plantation removed 
The Bougainville town of Arawa 
has been sitting with a time bomb 
in its back yard in the form of 
rusting gas bottles of Chlorine. 

The Town Manager Mr Mark 
Sivutare was concerned and said  
“I am afraid that when the rusting 
bottles start leaking, someone 
could be killed, and we cannot 
afford to pay someone with the 
right skills and equipment to 
remove the bottles.”  

Arawa was a thriving modern town, 
before the crisis over the Panguna 
mine, with sophisticated 
infrastructure and facilities. These 
included a modern treatment plant 
for the town’s water supply.  

Part of the treatment involved the 
adding a small amount of poisonous 
Chlorine gas to the water to sterilise it 
and help keep the pipes clean. At 
some time during the crisis the power 
to the treatment plant was 
disconnected and the plant 
abandoned, with the site rapidly 
returning to jungle.  Untreated water 
was diverted into the supply pipeline 
and Arawa continues to receive 
untreated water into the taps in the town. A cocoa plantation has since been 
developed around the water treatment plant.  

More than 60 chlorine gas bottles, which were the property of the ICI Group 
who supplied the gas, were also abandoned on the site. Four of these are 
believed to still contain gas, and all were left lying in the open and rusting. 

Chlorine gas is highly toxic to living creatures and can kill everything it comes 
into contact with. It is a relatively heavy gas that tends to stay low and move 
downhill.  During the First World trench warfare it was used by both sides to 
kill enemy soldiers. Those who survived exposure to Mustard Gas, as it was 
known, suffered horrible lung damage from which they never fully recovered. 

Dulux PNG, which is the successor to ICI in PNG and the current owners of 
the bottles, was approached by Dave Hall, VSA volunteer civil engineer on 
assignment to Arawa, about the possibility of their safely salvaging their 
bottles, which they generously agreed to do free of charge.  

 

 



Recently representatives of Dulux arrived in Arawa and organised the loading 
of 65 bottles into a container with four of the most corroded sealed in special 
cylinders. All the bottles will be sent to Australia for processing. 

Mr Sivutare expressed his appreciation on behalf of the local community 
“Having this danger removed from our community is a big weight off my 
shoulders. We appreciate Dulux PNG doing this free of charge – it could 
potentially save lives. Thank you.”  

 

 

 

Sealing corroded gas bottles in special cylinders on Kieta Wharf. 

From right to left standing  

Mark Sivutare  - Town  Manager Arawa 

Dave Hall – VSA volunteer Civil Engineer 

Jane Siaguru  -Dulux PNG representative (who organised exercise) 

Fred Mirinu – Dulux PNG representative  (who organised exercise) 

 


